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GUIDES FOR PRESCRIBING AND COMPOUNDING

The average dose has been caloulatod to bo that amount of drug that brings
about tho desired condition in an adult male patient weighing 150 pounds,
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Tho Code of Ethics to which professional pharmacy subscribes states in part:
"Where an obvious error or omission in a proscription ia detected by tho phar-
macist, ho should protect tho interest of his patron and also tho reputation of the
physician by conferring confidentially upon tlio subject, using tho utmost caution
and delicacy in handling such an important matter."

Tho pharmacist appreciates tho fact that an abnormal condition may some-
times require the use of a high potency medication.

Some of tho procedures and general pharmaceutical rules which are followed
to substantiate the pharmacist's opinion that an overdose exists in a particular
proscription follow. These are presented to indicate what action tho pharmacist
has taken before ho believes it necessary that contact with the physician be
established.

1.  A dose double that given for tho drug in tho United States Pharmacopoeia
or the National Formulary is generally considered to bo within safe limits for
adults.

2.  Children and Infant medications are chocked with such rules as Young's and
Fried's.   To insure this chock, most physicians include tho ago of their patient on
the proscription when this information is material.   To insure proper usage of a
medication, tho use of "Take as Directed" in tho signa should bo avoided.

3.   In connection with common potent chemicals used in prescription compounding,
it ia considered advisable for the pharmacist to cheek with tho physician should
certain well-established strengths bo exceeded or Incompatibilities bo noted.  For
example;

DRUG CONCENTRATIONS
Mercury Bichloride, U, S. P,

A 1 :600 solution is tho maximum concentration normally used on the skin. A
check with the physician is considered advisable beyond this strength, 1:1,000
Is the usual strength prescribed.

Mercuric Chloride (Corrosive Sublimate) is official in tho National Formulary
in tablet form. Two strengths are designated;

1. Large Poison Tablets of Mercury Bichloride (Toxftabol. Hydrarg. Bichlor.
Mag.) containing"about''0.5 Gm, or 7.5 grains. This tablet when dissolved in fl
pint of water produces approximately a 1 ; 1,000 solution.permitting
